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Welcome!
Here is the 20th edition of 
FundNEWS. 
We hope this informs as  
well as inspires!

SOCIAL JUSTICE  
IN THE NEWS 

FOOD INSECURITY IS A  
PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUE  
Food insecurity affects more than 9 million 
children in the United States. Many families have 
to choose between keeping a roof over their heads 
or having food on the table. This results in food 
insecurity being one of the nation’s leading health 
issues. Please think about donating to local or 
national organizations to help even one family put 
a meal on their table.  

JFSJ is fortunate to employ work study students interested in 
community service who attend Southern New Hampshire.  We can’t do 
the work without you and are inspired by your energy and commitment. 
Thank you!

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO WELCOME OUR SNHU STUDENTS WORKING WITH US THIS YEAR!

After a long hiatus, Jayme’s Bears are coming out of hiding and will 
be back in the arms of children soon!  We are planning a JAYME’S 
BEARS EVENT in the Spring of 2023, welcoming our bear making 
community back and all who would like to join our efforts.  

Stay tuned for more information and details!

We hope that you and your families are well.  It’s 
been a quiet year for Jayme’s fund activities.  We 
look forward to seeing you and greater engagement 
in 2023!

Ryanne Darwich: I am Ryanne Darwich, a student at Southern 
New Hampshire University studying Business Administration with 
a Concentration in Marketing. I am currently a senior graduating 
in spring of 2023. After college I will be pursuing a full time job 
in the business field with diverse and creative opportunities. I 
am always open to learning and having new experiences! In my 
free, time I love spending time with family and traveling! When I 
heard of Jayme’s Fund, I knew I would love to learn more about 
this organization and help out. I am happy to say I am assisting 
Jayme’s Fund for my senior year work-study. I am very excited to 
be working with an amazing cause and cant wait to see what the 
future holds! 

Erika Shae: Hello, my name is Erika Shea. I am so excited to 
be doing my internship at Jaymes Fund. I grew up in the beautiful 
town of York, Maine. I graduated from York County Community 
College with an associate's degree and transferred to Southern 
New Hampshire University to pursue my bachelor's in marketing. I 
am vice president of the American Marketing Association of SNHU 
and I am also a member of Theta Phi Alpha.

I have done tons of volunteer work throughout my lifetime. I 
have helped at food pantries, homeless shelters, and schools. I 
get a lot of joy when I can help others that do not have the same 
opportunities that I have. I am looking forward to my journey at 
Jaymes Fund as I haven’t worked with a program that focuses on social justice. My main focus will 
be social media but I will be learning and helping out with other things as well.

STUDENTS MAKING A DIFFERENCE

JAYME’S BEARS COMING  
OUT OF HIBERNATION 

HELLO 
JAYME’S FUND FRIENDS
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PINKERTON ACADEMY JAYME A. LIPKIN-MOORE SCHOLARSHIP

Given to a college bound graduating senior who intends to 
major in the humanities or social sciences; a passionate 
learner and keen observer with outstanding communication 
and writing skills; who possesses compassion and a desire to 
understand and educate others on humanity and justice. This 
year’s awardee is ELIZABETH FOURNIER.
While in middle school and high school, Elizabeth was a dedicated 
member of student council volunteering in her community and   
instituting changes in her school.  Her leadership, ability to make 
connections, and strong organizational skills led her to success in each 
role she maintained. 
She participated in Scouts where she was voted as Senior Patrol Leader, 
volunteered regularly at the Sandown food pantry, and has been an  
active member of National Honors Society. She played varsity lacrosse 
and brought her training to the Derry Girls Youth Lacrosse program 
where she coachers younger athletes. We wish Elizabeth the best of  
luck as she carries her passions on to study Psychology and Criminal 
Justice at Flagler College! 

CONGRATULATIONS 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES!

Awarded in memory of 
Hal Eckman (Central 
High class of 1964) for a 
college bound graduating 
senior who is focused and 
determined to achieve 
academic and professional 
excellence through hard 
work and perseverance, 
while overcoming 
obstacles and challenges 
along the way is CHARLIE 
SJOLANDER-DUSSAULT.

Charlie has faced multiple adversities since the age of 10. Over the past 7 
years, she lost both of her parents, was forced into the role of caregiver to 
her elderly grandparent, and became homeless. These extreme hardships 
compelled her to overcome her challenges.  She was able to secure a 
safe place to live and obtain a part-time job, all while successfully while 
keeping up her academics and working toward completing high school. 
Charlie plans is attending  SNHU, studying early childhood education 
with the intention of making a positive impact on other children's lives. 

The Jayme’s Scholar is 
given to an incoming 
Breakthrough Manchester 
student who is intellectual, 
creative, expressive, 
socially conscious, and 
motivated to make the 
world a better place. This 
year, this award goes to 
JASMINE SHULZINSKY. 
Jasmine joined Breakthrough 
in the summer of 2022 and 
said she was looking forward  
to learning and trying new 
things, especially given her self-described “love of learning and love  
of math.”
Jasmine speaks English and Spanish fluently and is also studying  
German and American Sign Language. When asked to talk about  
the most significant issue facing our community today, she speaks  
of homelessness. She volunteers with her family at clothing  
drives, soup kitchens and homeless shelters. Jasmine participates  
in Girls at Work where they "empower girls with tools, unleashing  
their power and potential to accomplish anything” also building 
confidence, trust, resilience, skills and dreams. 
Jasmine models Jayme’s spirit through her passion for learning and  
social justice!

Awarded in memory of 
Emily Sunshine Gagnon 
(Merrimack High class 
of 1997) for young 
women facing their 
own unique difficulties 
and challenges on their 
path to higher learning. 
This year’s awardee is  
MORGAN FLETT.
During her high school years, 
Morgan was faced with personal 
mental health struggles, that  
she overcame with hard work, 

family and friend support and professional help. She never imagined that 
she would be dealing with such difficult issues and learned how to make 
things better with her unwavering determination and commitment to 
her health and healing.  Morgan is working hard and enjoying studying 
business management at Clemson University, plays club field hockey and 
is a member of Kappa Delta sorority. 

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL ECKMAN AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE

BREAKTHROUGH MANCHESTER JAYME’S SCHOLAR

EMILY’S EMPOWERMENT SCHOLARSHIP FOR WOMEN

Established in honor of Natalie A. Lipkin-Amir, this scholarship is awarded to two college bound female seniors who are dedicated 
to empowering themselves by furthering their education. This year’s awardees are JOCELYN MELISSA CABRERA PADILLA  and 
LAURA SOFIA GAMEZ. 

NATALIE A. LIPKIN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AT MORRIS HILLS HIGH SCHOOL AND DOVER HIGH SCHOOL

In high school, Jocelyn was a National Honor 
Society member and an active member in the 
school community participating in varsity 
cheerleading, Student Council, Key Club and 
Interact Club.  She  provided translation services 
for parents at Back to School night.  As a member 
of the Honors Learning Community, took honors 
level courses which placed strong emphasis on 
critical thinking skills and collaborative research 
projects. Jocelyn is attending County College  
of Morris.

Laura earned membership in the National Honor 
Society, Math Honor Society, Science Honor 
Society, English and Business Honor Society,  
a member of Morris Hills HOPE, an organization 
devoted to helping others in need. She 
conceptualized and developed a way to create a 
virtual Art Show to raise money for Project Kind 
during the Pandemic.  Laura has expressed a 
desire to pursue a career in Nursing with a focus 
on Nursing Education and Psychology.  Laura is 
attending Montclair State University.



The loss of someone near and dear is so painful, so personal, no one 
escapes this reality.  Thinking of Jayme, 20 years have gone by- how 
could that be-and yet it has.

The pain, the necessary walking through the pain and the ongoing 
reality of her absence never leaves.  Yet, I have hope, gratitude and 
enjoy the precious moments in life- and perhaps the joys even more 
as a result of the loss.

Some people like Jayme contribute a lot of themselves for others 
while they are on this Earth.  And then some from above, I’m sure.

Dan Lennon is also one of those people.  We lost him on this Earth  
in July of this year.

For those of you who were at the first Jayme’s Fund Concert in  
2003, you remember Dan performing his original song IT IS YOU 
written for Jayme.  He performed in many of our fundraising 
concerts and contributed greatly to the foundation and growth  
of Jayme’s Fund. 

Dan was kind, caring and always on a mission to help others.  
Whether it was through his career as a Licensed mental health  
and substance abuse counselor, or entertaining a crowd with his 
bluesy voice, or the countless individuals that he helped either by 
intention or simply by being in his presence, just being in Dan’s 
presence was inspiring and you wanted to be a better person.

Dan had a soulful voice whether he was singing, chatting or  
laughing.  He had an infectious smile, was an amazing listener  
and with his loving, caring and generous heart and bear hugs,  
could envelop you in his warmth so genuinely you would be swept  
up into that feeling time after time.  His sense of humor often 
resulted in belly laughs…which is a talent in and of itself.  His 
favorite pastime was golf, though never exceeding his devotion  
and love for his dearest love and wife Donna.

Thank you Dan for all that you contributed to Jayme’s Fund  
and the young people you have helped.  Your work is the work of 
Jayme’s Fund and will continue through a scholarship that we  
will award in Spring of 2023 for students pursuing a course  
of study to help those who have mental health and addiction  
issues.  The recipients will know they are following in your  
footsteps, doing good in the world and caring to make a  
difference for those in need.

More people than ever are struggling, complex factors that have 
led to misunderstanding and division.  I wish more people would 
treat each other with respect and kindness at a minimum; listening, 
understanding, empathy and caring - better, taking action and 
doing something to improve ourselves and communities, even 
better.  Those were Jayme’s and Dan’s passions. I’m reminded of 
those qualities and work myself and it’s not always easy, to remain 
principled, strong and hopeful when the challenges are formidable. 

 
IT IS YOU 

Soft summer breeze, blowing through the trees

It is you.  Yes, it is you.

Moon shining bright on a starry, starry night

It is you.  Whoa, it is you. 

How many times I feel you near me

I feel you in my heart and in my soul

Nothing can take this memory away

You are my everything and there you will stay.

The very air I breath, the joy that I receive

It is you.  Yea, it is you. 

Good moments that I feel and the minutes that I steal

Come from you, Yes come from you.

When I think of all those days gone by

The days I held you close to me

It is then I begin to understand this is the way that its going to be.

Spirit gets me though those days of missing you

Missing you.

A garden full of flowers in those lonely quiet hours

Bring me you.  Whoa, yea bring me you.

It is You.  It is You.

Thank you for this treasure Dan.  I will never forget the comfort 
of your loving friendship.

Thank you for your support.  
Thank you for remembering Jayme.  

~Jayme’s Mom

Dan in the center at first JF Benefit Concert 2003.



Warmest wishes for your holiday season! 
We are so appreciative of your support.

This newsletter was made possible through the generosity of Spectrum Marketing Companies

Anonymous
Anonymous
Stephanie Beaudett
Mary Jane Bilik
Judith Block
Kristi Boie 
Cathy Bowen
Audrey Buchanan-Swan 
Christine Carter-Husk 
Robert and Mavis Connoly
Lynn Eaton 
Larry and Barbara Eckhaus

Amy Eckman
Richard and Lisa Forberg 
Amber Forrence
Madhu Godsay
Natalie and James Gray
Carolyn and Hisham Hafez
Mark Hogan 
Sarah Joffre
Fred & Amy Kelley 
Rabbi Ira Korinow 
Donna and Dan Lennon
Joel and Millie Lipkin

Wendy Sue Lipkin
Zach and Surbhi Lipkin-Moore
Matthew Mallory 
Christine and Edward Mann
Debra McCloud
Deni Oven
Rosemary Petrizzo
Rosemary and Al Pretti
Connie Reiser
Betsy Rice
Connie Richards
Melissa Rifkin

Kathryn and Ken Robinson
Priscilla Lane-Rondeau 
Richard and Janet Tobin
Claire Toupin 
Eileen Valliere 
Andrew Vogt
Sue Werst
Sandra Whitman
Jeanne Ann Whittington
Barbara Cloanne Wundrow 
Dave and Dara Yoken 
Mitchel and Trudy Zakin

THANK YOU!
We gratefully acknowledge these gifts received between 
December 10, 2021 and December 15, 2022. Every effort has 
been made to ensure accuracy.  Please let us know of any corrections. 
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Celebrate Life!

OUR GENEROUS DONORS!
Southern New Hampshire University and your awesome student volunteers and interns who we 
depend on, love and appreciate so much!
Jamie Feinberg for your dedication and all that you do for Jayme’s Fund!
Amber Forrence for your many years of commitment and ongoing work to support our mission!
Spectrum Marketing Companies for donating all of our printing and graphic design services!
THE AMAZING BEAR MAKERS!!!

KUDOS!!!

THANK YOU FOR 20 YEARS OF GENEROSITY
Thank you to each and every one of you for your generous contributions of time, talent, monetary 
donations, support, love, and kindness; allowing us to establish Jayme’s Fund for Social Justice, and 
flourish for 20 years. In that time, we have held countless fun and engaging benefit events, engaged 
students in our internships, volunteerism and community events; awarded over 150,00.00 in educational 
scholarships; provided funding for educational programs in 
schools, and developed the Jayme’s Bears Project…bringing 
together volunteers to make bears and give them away to 
children in our communities, nationally and in other countries!  

You made it happen.  Our memory may fade with some of the details of your 
thoughtfulness and deeds…but never forget the feeling of receiving your gifts, and 
therefore being able to give that away to others. 

It is a beautiful circle that allows us to honor Jayme in such a meaningful way.  
Thank you for that, there are no words to express the gratitude. 
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Celebrate Life!


